
International Women's Day 2017, 8 - 9 March

“WOMEN’S ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT: LET’S ACT TOGETHER”

Note from the Chair of FEMM Committee

Dear readers,
The theme of our 2017 International Women’s Day celebration is “Women’s Economic
Empowerment: Let’s Act Together!” Taking place over 8 and 9 March, the event will provide a
global forum to national gender equality leaders and MEPs for exchange of experiences and best
practices in advancing the women’s economic situation, while also accentuating the issue on the
European and global equality agenda. The attendees will be welcomed on 8 March by Mr Antonio
Tajani (President of the European Parliament), Ms Věra Jourová (European Commissioner for
Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality) and Ms Alia El-Yassir (UN Women Deputy Director at
Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia). Keynote speeches will be delivered by Ms Vandana
Shiva, (author, environmental activist, and scientific advisor) and Ms Michaëlle Jean (Secretary

General of the ). The event will also feature five workshops organised with partnerOrganisation Internationale de la Francophonie
organisations including the OECD, UN Women, EIGE and European Commission on a variety of sub-themes including women in STEM,
work-life balance and the UN Sustainable Development Goals. These workshops will aim to inspire and inform debate amongst the
attendees. The event will also feature addresses from Ms Lamya Haji Bashar, Yazidi human rights activist and Sakharov Prize laureate
2016 as well as Ms Hauwa Ibrahim, Nigerian human rights lawyer and Sakharov Prize laureate 2005. The event will be closed by Vice-
President of the EP Ms Mairead McGuinness.
We hope you will participate, either in person or via our !web-streaming
 
Vilija Blinkevičiūtė

WORKSHOPS

1. “Women in STEM: progress stalled or
being eroded?”

(Organised in cooperation
with EIGE)
Chair: Julie GIRLING
 
Despite a strong demand for
professionals in this sector,
women remain highly under-
represented in STEM (science,
technology, engineering, and
mathematics – four areas
crucial to economic and
employment growth). High
gender segregation in this
field narrows down

employment choices, leads to a gender pay gap and further
reinforces gender stereotypes. Based on EIGE’s research on
economic benefits of gender equality, an increase in women’s
employment in STEM would create new and highly productive
jobs and boost the overall capacity of the economy. This
workshop will provide a forum to review the current status quo of
women’s participation in STEM and to look into policy measures
and initiatives providing additional stimulus for tackling gender
segregation.   
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2. “Global perspective: freedom from
violence and empowerment”

(Organised in cooperation with Democracy Support and Election
Coordination Group (DEG) of the European Parliament)

Chair: Anna Maria CORAZZA BILDT

 This workshop will address the link between gender-based
violence (GBV) and female economic empowerment. While
freedom from violence is a pre-condition to empowering women
economically, the ability to challenge state laws, societal norms
and violence increases when women are more economically
independent. The workshop’s aim is to raise awareness of GBV, to
highlight the responsibility of parliamentarians and to identify
opportunities that ensure mechanisms of implementation for laws
and policies in their respective countries.

3. “Gender-sensitive policy making at
the core of inclusive growth”

(Organised in cooperation
with the OECD)
Chair: Angelika MLINAR
 
Equitable legislation for
inclusive growth is not just a
matter of passing wise labour
law reforms. All policy
domains influence men and
women’s ability to access and
participate in the labour
market. Parliaments play a

crucial role in framing the overall conditions for women's
empowerment both in political and economic spheres. In fact,
Parliaments are uniquely positioned to redress gender
inequalities within budgets, laws and policies that provide a
foundation for the more equal participation of women and men
in economic, social and political life. Within the framework of the
OECD 2015 Recommendation of the Council on Gender Equality
in Public Life, this session will explore the role of Parliaments in
embedding a gender filter in national laws, policies and budgets
to ensure equitable outcomes for men and women in all policy
domains.

4. “Shall we wait a century to achieve
work life balance for women and men?”

(Organised in cooperation
with the European
Commission - DG JUST)
Chair: Iratxe GARCIA PEREZ
 
This workshop will discuss
work-life balance as a driver of
the gender gaps in
employment, pay and
earnings, looking at the newly

published Commission Report on equality between women and
men. It will also be an opportunity to exchange on promising
national practices and European actions to close these gaps,
including regarding family-related leaves and flexible working
arrangements.

5. “Global Perspective: Women’s
Economic Empowerment and the UN
Sustainable Development Goals”

(Organised in cooperation
with UN Women)
Chair: Jordi SOLÉ
 
This workshop will look at the

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). More specifically the workshop will
focus on SDG 5 (Gender Equality) and SDG 8 (Decent Work) asking
how the goals contribute to advancing women’s economic
empowerment. Moreover, the discussion will address
recommendations of the UN High-Level Panel on Women’s
Economic Empowerment, UN Women’s recently launched
Roadmap for Substantive Equality: 2030, and World Bank’s
Women, Business and Law project. The objective of the workshop
is to identify concrete suggestions on how Members of
Parliament all over the world can play a role in the
implementation of the SDGs and in ensuring women’s full
participation in the labour market.

EU Prize for Women Innovators 2017

The European Commission's DG for Research and Innovation, together with the FEMM Committee is hosting an award ceremony on 8
March at 18.30 at the European Parliament, where the three winners of the EU Prize for Women Innovators and the Rising Innovator
2017 will be announced. Mairead McGuinness, Vice-President of the Parliament and Carlos Moedas, European Commissioner for
Research, Science and Innovation, will participate.

International Association of Women’s Museums

The International Association of Women’s Museums (representing Women’s Museums on 5 continents) is providing a selection of
images of artefacts which by their nature represent the history of women’s economic empowerment and participation in the economy.
These images, along with explanatory statements, will be presented on rollups around the venue in order to embed the event
culturally.

http://www.newsgate.ep.parl.union.eu/newsgate/ipol/resource/static/images/un-women-logo.jpg
http://www.newsgate.ep.parl.union.eu/newsgate/ipol/resource/static/images/ec-logo.jpg
http://www.newsgate.ep.parl.union.eu/newsgate/ipol/resource/static/images/oecd-logo.jpg


Report on Women’s Economic Empowerment in the Private and Public Sectors in the EU

Rapporteur: Anna HEDH (S&D)
 
The report aims to clarify the human rights, equality and economic justifications for new measures
being needed to improve women’s economic empowerment and provides suggestions for concrete
tools and actions to tackle barriers to women’s economic empowerment. These include improved work-
life balance, wage mapping, gender quotas, gender equality plans, equal pay for work of equal value
and the importance of collective agreements and social partners. The report will also be informed by
this event as well as the FEMM Mission to the UN CSW, which also follows the theme of women’s
economic empowerment.
 
 

OTHER IWD EVENTS IN PARLIAMENT

DG COMM journalists’ seminar

DG COMM, the Communications service of the European Parliament, will host a seminar for journalists on 7-8 March in preparation for
International Women’s Day, also focused on the theme of Women’s Economic Empowerment. The opening speech will be given by the
FEMM Committee Chair, Ms Vilija Blinkeviciute MEP and the keynote speeches will be presented by Ms Hélène Joliot-Langevin,
Professor of nuclear physics at the Institute of Nuclear Physics, University of Paris, and Ms Rebecca Amsellem, PHD in cultural
economics, Sorbonne University of Paris. Workshops will be hosted on a variety of themes including the gender pension gap, women
in political and economic decision-making and work-life balance. The workshops will feature the involvement of many FEMM
Committee Members, as well as expert guests, such as Ms Vilija Blinkeviciute MEP, Ms Constance Le Grip MEP and Ms Anna Hedh MEP.

Parlamentarium Exhibition: “Eleven Women Facing War”

From 4 February – 24 April, the European Parliament’s Visitors’ Centre Parlamentarium hosts a temporary photographic exhibition
entitled “Eleven Women Facing War” by award-winning British photographer and filmmaker Mr Nick Danziger, presented by the
Imperial War Museum. The exhibition of photographs and film tells the stories of eleven women in different conflict zones during the
first decade of the 21st century and explores themes of personal struggle and the lasting impact of war on women’s lives. In 2001, Mr
Nick Danziger photographed eleven women, all living in the world’s major conflict zones of the time, for an International Committee of
the Red Cross study to document the specific needs of women facing war. Ten years later, he set out to find each one and learn what
had become of their lives. The exhibition will feature 33 photographs and 11 short films from eight conflict zones around the world:
Bosnia, Kosovo, Israel, Gaza, Hebron (West Bank), Sierra Leone, Columbia and Afghanistan.

Women Political Leaders Global Forum Exhibition

From 6 - 10 March, in the Mezzanine Yehudi Menuhin in Parliament, Women Political Leaders Global Forum will be hosting an
exhibition which showcases pledges from over 70 male Presidents and Prime Ministers from across 56 countries, in support of
increasing the number and influence of women in politics. This campaign was launched in support to the UN Women HeForShe
campaign, which aims to engage men as agents of change for the achievement of gender equality. Formal opening of the exhibition is
on 8 March at 12:30.

The next FEMM committee meeting:

Wednesday 21 March 2017, 9.00 - 12.30
Brussels

Contact the editor - FEMM secretariat: femm-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu

 

 

 


